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11_1 . (C)  MFA  Afghanistan  Desk  Chief  Yuri  Khokhlov  called  in 
Poloff  on  March  31  to  tell  us  Russia  sought  a "straight 
answer"  from  the  U.S.  on  whether  there  was  interest  in  the 
Russian  offer  to  provide  military  aid  to  Afghanistan  (refs). 

He  said  that  while  the  GOR  has  dealt  bilaterally  with 
Afghanistan  on  this  issue,  it  recently  learned  that  Afghan 
reluctance  to  accept  the  weapons  was  precipitated  by  the  U.S. 
and  NATO.  According  to  Khokhlov,  the  Afghan  MOD  told  the  GOR 
it  was  interested  in  the  Russian  weapons  but  had  been 
pressured  by  NATO  not  to  accept  them.  The  Russian  Embassy  in 
Kabul  sought  clarification  from  NATO  representatives,  who 
said  that  NATO  planned  to  move  the  Afghan  National  Army  (ANA) 
away  from  using  Soviet-era  weapons  supplied  by  Poland  and  the 
Czech  Republic  and  toward  NATO  compatible  weapons. 

V2 . (C)  Khokhlov  stressed  that  by  rebuffing  the  Russian  offer, 
the  U.S.  was  sending  a "strange  message"  at  a time  when  the 
GOR  and  NATO  were  discussing  expanding  cooperation  in 
Afghanistan.  He  explained  that  providing  weapons  to  the  ANA 
in  order  to  improve  its  security  abilities  was  a "key 
component"  of  the  GOR  strategy  for  Afghanistan  signed  by 
Putin.  Russia  was  "ready  to  go  very  far"  in  assisting  the 
ANA  — the  GOR  simply  wished  to  know  if  it  should  continue  to 
pursue  this  avenue  any  longer.  Khokhlov  said  the  timing  of 
this  message  to  the  U.S.  was  not  coincidental  given  Putin's 
attendance  at  the  upcoming  NATO  summit.  The  Russians  chose 
to  deliver  the  message  at  the  working  level  but,  Khokhlov 
assured  us,  the  decision  to  send  this  message  had  been  made 
at  a high  level. 
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